78            OF    THE    MEEK    AND    THE    MIGHTY
The Bedouin Sheikhs had a strong sense of justice; for
whilst accepting the money of both the English and the
Germans with admirable impartiality, they took conscientous
care to deceive them both equally, thus providing an example
of benevolent neutrality in the most lucrative sense of the
word. The Sheikhs were also extremely polite people, so
they never failed upon receipt of money to swear eternal
devotion to the sender.
Many centuries in advance of certain European govern-
ments, the Bedouins of the north Syrian desert discovered
the economic potentialities of one's 'nuisance value', and
so it came that they were paid not only by the Turks, Germans
and British to remain 'neutral', but received two pounds
from the Turkish treasury throughout the Great War for
every lorry or other vehicle which they allowed to pass
unmolested along the strip of desert between Nisibin, then
the terminus of the Baghdad Railway, and Mosul. We used
to drive through this particular piece of desert with mixed
feelings, ready to fire, hoping secretly that the gentlemen
who, in flowing robes, mounted on their agile little horses,
guns slung on their backs and thirteen-foot lances in their
right hand, were parading their 'nuisance value' along the
horizon, had received the two pounds relating to our particular
means of transport.
At the same time the Bedouins kept up a secret but flourish-
ing trade between Jerusalem, which was occupied by the
British, and Damascus and Aleppo, which were in Turkish
hands. The enemy fronts ended at the edge of the desert
and the Bedouins simply rode behind both front lines into
the heart of Syria or Palestine. So it was that in the Bazaar
in Jerusalem one could buy the famous 'sheets' of dried and
pressed apricot jam from Aleppo, whilst in Aleppo my
breakfast-table was graced each morning with the best
Ceylon tea and fresh strawberry jam made by the London
firm of Crosse and Blackwell, which my friends of the Bedouin
tribe of the Anese had brought over from Jerusalem.